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}
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1
ACCURATE UPLINK POWER CONTROL
FOR COMP AND C-RAN

This application is a U.S. National Stage Filing under 35
US.C. 371 from International Application No. PCT/
US2011/067936, filed Dec. 29, 2011 and published in Eng-
lish as WO 2013/006200 on Jan. 10, 2013, which claims
priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/504,054, filed on Jul. 1, 2011, all of which
are incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

CoMP (Coordinated Multiple Point Transmission and
Reception) and C-RAN (Centralized, Cooperative, Cloud-
Radio Access Network) are becoming increasingly impor-
tant in wireless communication systems involving Long
Term Evolution (LTE) and LTE Advanced. Both C-RAN and
CoMP systems perform joint/shared processing of uplink
signaling received from different remote heads (RRHs).
Power management is an important aspect of user equipment
(UE) operation. Power management of uplink transmission
ordinarily involves obtaining a path loss estimation. In
earlier LTE and LTE-Advanced systems, uplink power con-
trol typically measured path loss based upon home eNB
downlink CRS (Cell Reference Signal). The measured path
loss value usually is used to decide uplink transmission
power of the physical uplink shared channel (PUSCH), the
physical uplink control channel (PUCCH), and the sounding
reference signal (SRS). Thus, the path loss measurement
directly determines uplink channel performance. Unfortu-
nately, determining uplink power control based upon the
home eNB CRS produces sub-optimal results since multiple
uplink reception points (RPs) (e.g., multiple RRHs) are
employed by C-RAN and CoMP.

Therefore, there has been a need for a system and method
for improved determination of uplink path loss to support
uplink transmission in C-RAN and CoMP systems used in
wireless communications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features and advantages of the embodiments herein will
be apparent from the detailed description which follows,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which together illustrate, by way of example, features of the
embodiments; and, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
known C-RAN architecture in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 2 is an illustrative drawing showing communication
and processing by a mobile wireless device and a base
station associated with multiple reception points during
uplink path loss estimation and uplink power determination
in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative flow diagram representing a
process performed by a central processing system associated
with a base station associated with multiple reception points
accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 4 shows illustrative code to create an information
element for one RP of an RP set for LTE and LTE-Advanced
System in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 5 is an illustrative flow diagram representing a
process performed by the wireless mobile device in accor-
dance with some embodiments.
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FIG. 6 provides an example illustration of a wireless
mobile device, such as a user equipment (UE), a mobile
communication device, a tablet, a handset, or other type of
mobile wireless device.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The following description is presented to enable any
person skilled in the art to create and use a system and
method to estimate uplink path loss and determine uplink
power during communication between a wireless mobile
device and one or more base stations that are associated with
a plurality of reception points and that is arranged for joint
processing of signals received from the mobile device by
multiple reception points. Various modifications to the
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art, and the generic principles defined herein may be applied
to other embodiments and applications. In the following
description, numerous details are set forth for the purpose of
explanation. However, well-known structures and processes
are shown in block diagram form in order not to obscure the
description with unnecessary detail. In the following
description, similar or substantially identical items shown in
different drawings are labeled with identical reference num-
bers.

CoMP encompasses a range of different techniques that
enable the dynamic coordination of transmission and recep-
tion of cellular communication across multiple geographi-
cally separated evolved or enhanced Node Bs (eNBs).
CoMP is an enhancement that has been included in LTE-
Advanced. An L'TE wireless network may include a number
of eNBs and other network entities. Each eNB may provide
communication coverage for a particular geographic area. In
the 3" Generation Partnership Project’ (3GPP), the term
“cell” may refer to a coverage area of an eNB and/or an eNB
subsystem serving this coverage area. By providing connec-
tions to several base stations at once, using CoMP, data can
be passed through the least loaded base stations for better
resource utilization. Using CoMP, joint or shared processing
of communication signals received from the same UE by
different base station transceivers receivers within a base
station may apply signal combining techniques to utilize
multi-path interference constructively rather than destruc-
tively, thereby reducing interference levels, for example.
Moreover, CoMP may be employed to increase overall
received power at a UE handset.

C-RAN aims to reduce the load on cell sites by moving
communication signal processing back into a common,
shared “virtual” base station, referred to as the BBU pool
(baseband unit pool). FIG. 1 is an illustrative drawing
showing an example known C-RAN system architecture 100
in accordance with some embodiments. A C-RAN architec-
ture typically comprises the distributed radio units referred
to as remote radio heads (RRHs) 104 that include associated
antennas, which are located at remote sites. Multiple RRHs
104 and associated antennas provide radio communication
coverage within multiple overlapping cells 106 that collec-
tively provide coverage over a wide coverage region 103. A
centralized base station (the BBU pool) 102 106 includes
processing systems/storage devices 107 configured for base-
band and protocol stack processing of signals received by
the remote RRHs at the multiple cell sites 106. A high
bandwidth low-latency transport network 107, often includ-
ing optical fiber links 110, connects the RRHs 104 and a
BBU pool 102. The processing systems/storage devices 108
of the BBU 103 may include high performance program-
mable processors and real-time virtualization technology.
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In contrast to some other prior distributed base station
architectures, the C-RAN breaks up the static relationship
between RRHs and base stations. A given RRH does not
belong to any specific physical base station. Rather, radio
signals from and into a particular RRH can be processed by
a virtual base station, allocated from the processing capacity
of the physical base station pool using real-time virtualiza-
tion technology, for example. Generally speaking there are
two different C-RAN architectures. In a ‘full centralization’
C-RAN architecture, baseband (i.e. layer 1) and the layer 2,
layer 3 BTS functions all are implemented in the centralized
processing system 102. In a ‘partial centralization’ architec-
ture, the RRHs 104 integrate not only the radio function but
also the baseband function, while other higher layer func-
tions are implemented in the centralized processing system
102. For the partial centralization C-RAN architecture,
although the centralized processing system 102 does not
implement the baseband function, it is still referred to as the
centralized processing system 102.

FIG. 2 is an illustrative drawing showing communication
and processing by a wireless mobile wireless device and a
base station associated with multiple reception points during
uplink path loss estimation and uplink power determination
in accordance with some embodiments. In some embodi-
ments, the wireless mobile device 102 comprises UE and the
base station 103 a home eNB that includes a plurality of
reception points RP,-RP. In this example, the base station
103 is shown as an eNB and is indicated by the collective
coverage area of it associated RPs. The term ‘home eNB’
means the eNB that manages the UE. The term ‘home’ is
used to distinguish ‘neighbor eNBs’, which are other eNBs
with which the UE may communicate. The wireless mobile
device (or UE) wirelessly transmits to the base station or
home eNB an uplink power reference signal for use by the
eNB in selecting a set of RPs to be used for shared
processing of communication involving this UE (indicated
by Cell IDs). To support the accurate path loss measurement
by a UE in the case of multiple RPs, the UE receives
information from the eNB indicating the RP set and the
downlink transmission power of each RP’s reference signal.
In some embodiments involving LTE and LTE Advanced,
for example, the UE uplink power reference signal can be
any of the following signals defined in the indicated sections
of the specification entitled, LTE Evolved Universal Terres-
trial Radio Access (E-UTRA) Physical layer procedures
(3GPP TS 36.213 version 8.8.0 Release 8) (hereinafter
3GPP TS 36.213): Uplink Sounding Reference Signal (sec-
tion 8.2); Uplink Shared Channel (data channel) (section
8.1); or Uplink Control Channel (section 10). The UE stores
indicia of the RP set and indicia of the downlink transmis-
sion power of each RP’s reference signal in a computer
readable storage device (not shown).

In some orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing
(OFDM) embodiments, in which OFDM is used for mes-
sages involving voice and/or data communication, uplink
power control involves determining the average power over
a Single Carrier-Frequency Division Multiple Access (SC-
FDMA) symbol in which a physical channel is transmitted.
In some OFDM embodiments, the transmitted downlink
signal consists of N subcarriers for a duration of N OFDM
symbols. In an OFDM embodiment, a single subcarrier for
one symbol period is referred to as a resource element.
Downlink power control determines the energy per resource
element (EPRE). It is noted that the term resource element
energy also denotes the average energy taken over all
constellation points for the modulation scheme applied.
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The UE uplink power reference signal is received by
multiple RPs within the home eNB. An indication of the
received power of the UE uplink power reference signal at
each RP is transmitted to a centralized processing system,
which determines a set of RPs that are designated to com-
municate with the UE. In a LTE or LTE Advance system, the
centralized processing system comprises a BBU. In a CoMP
system, the centralized processing system comprises a group
of BBUs. The home eNB responds to the UE uplink power
reference signal by wirelessly transmitting to the UE infor-
mation indicating a multi-RP set, the downlink reference
signal type and downlink reference signal transmission
power for each RP of the set. This information is sent back
to the UE by a Transmission Point (TP) or TP Set defined in
the scope of downlink CoMP, for example. The UE uses the
received information to estimate path loss during commu-
nication involving the multi-RP set and to select an appro-
priate uplink transmission power, based upon the estimated
path loss, to use in subsequent uplink transmission with the
RP set for both data and control channels.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative flow diagram representing a
process 300 performed by a central processing system
associated with a base station associated with multiple
reception points accordance with some embodiments. In a
C-RAN environment, the central processing system 102 is
implemented as a BBU. In a CoMP system, the central
processing system (not shown) may be implemented also as
a BBU. The central processing system is configured with
computer program instruction code to implement the mod-
ules shown within FIG. 3. Module 302 measures the UE
uplink power reference received signal received power
(RSRP) for each reception point (RP) of the home eNB. The
measurement involves the physical signal received in UE Rx
antennas, then going through UE link level signal processing
circuitry chain to demodulate the reference signal and mea-
sure RSRP. The measurement result for each RP can be
represented as:

RSRP_UE()_RP(),

where, 1 is the index of UE j is the index of RP.

Module 304 determines as a function of the measured
RSRP_UE(@{)_RP(j) values, the RP set for a given UE to be
involved in joint or shared processing of signals transmitted
by UE@). In some embodiments, the RP set for UE() is
represented as:

E.1

RP_SET()={RP(K)}, k=1~N, E.2

where RP(k) represents the constituent RPs of the set of
N RPs with the N largest magnitude measurements of
received signal strength of the UE uplink power reference
signal transmitted by UE().

Module 306 sends to UE(i) indicia of the constituents of
RP_SET(). In particular, in some embodiments, the follow-
ing RP set information is transmitted to the UE(i) for each
RP(k):

1. Identify of RP(k), such as the CellID, for example.

2. Identity of the Downlink reference signal type used for
downlink path loss measurement; in L'TE and LTE-Ad-
vanced with CoMP, the downlink reference signal type may
be CRS, CSI-RS, as a function of the measured RSRP_UE
(1)_RP(j) values, for example.

3. Downlink Reference Signal Transmission Power Level
(for use by the UE for downlink path loss measurement).

FIG. 4 shows illustrative ASN.1 code to create an infor-
mation element for one RP of an RP set (named as RP-Set-
ConfigDedicated) for LTE and LTE-Advanced System in
accordance with some embodiments.
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FIG. 5 is an illustrative flow diagram representing a
process 500 performed by the wireless mobile device in
accordance with some embodiments. The UE is configured
with computer program instruction code to implement the
modules shown within FIG. 5. Module 502 receives the
designated reference signal type from each RP in the set. In
response to receipt of the RP set information, module 504
estimates path loss for each RP of the RP set. Specifically,
based upon the indicated reference signal type, the UE
measures the RSRP (Reference Signal Received Power) of
the corresponding downlink reference signal, expressed as:

RSRP_RP(k),

where the k is the index of the RP

The physical signal received in UE Rx antennas, then go
through UE link level signal processing circuitry chain to
demodulate the reference signal and measure RSRP.

In some embodiments, the UE estimate of path loss
involves determining a difference between the identified
reference signal power level and the RSRP for each received
reference signal. In some embodiments, RSRP measure-
ments are low pass filtered to mitigate sudden or marked
changes in measurement values. In some embodiments, path
loss for RP(k) is determined as follows:

E3

PL(k)=reference SignalPower(k)-higher layer filtered

RSRP_RP(%) E.4

Where referenceSignalPower(k) is obtained from the RP
set information. In some embodiments, the higher layer
filtered operation of LTE is defined in section 5.5.3.2
entitled, “Layer 3 Filtering” of the specification entitled,
3GPP TS 36.331 V10.3.0 (2011-September); 3rd Generation
Partnership Project; Technical Specification Group Radio
Access Network; Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (E-UTRA); Radio Resource Control (RRC); Proto-
col specification (Release 10), for example.

The higher layer filter is defined in some embodiments as:

Higher layer_filtered(RSRP_RP(k))=(1-alpha)
*Higher_layer_filtered(RSRP_RP(%))+
alpha*RSRP_RP(%)

Here, alpha is the value sent from eNB to UE by Layer 3
signals, RSRP_RP(k) is the current measured RSRP value of
k” RP, and Higher_layer_filtered RSRP_RP(k)) is initial-
ized as first measured RSRP value of k7 RP;

Module 506 estimates the overall uplink path loss for use
in determining the uplink power level to use for transmis-
sions to the RPs designated as members of the RP set. It will
be appreciated that information received by those designated
RPs is jointly processed by the central processing system
102 to utilize multi-path interference constructively rather
than destructively, thereby reducing interference levels, for
example. Module 506 determines the overall path loss as a
function of individual path losses for individual RPs. In
some embodiments, the overall path loss is determined
according to the following expression:

E35
PL=PL=

1
N
1
2 7

k-1

In some embodiments, if all referenceSignalPower(k)
have the same value, the estimation of uplink power can be
derived by another simplified expression:
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N E.6
PL = referenceSignalPowen(k) — high layer filtered Z RSRP_RP(k)
1

Module 508 determines uplink power level for use in data
and control channels as a function of the overall estimated
path loss as described above based upon the uplink power
control expressions defined in section 5 of the specification
3GPP TS 36.213, for example, to decide all uplink channels’
transmission power.

The UE and the RPs of the designated set within the eNB
then proceed to communicate using the determined uplink
power. It will be appreciated that the UE may continue to
monitor RSRP of the downlink reference signal received
from the RPs of the set and may update its overall path loss
estimate and the uplink power accordingly.

FIG. 6 provides an example illustration of a wireless
mobile device, such as a user equipment (UE), a mobile
communication device, a tablet, a handset, or other type of
mobile wireless device. The mobile device can include one
or more antennas configured to communicate with a base
station (BS), an evolved Node B (eNB), or other type of
wireless wide area network (WWAN) access point. The
mobile device can be configured to communicate using at
least one wireless communication standard including 3GPP
LTE, WiMAX, High Speed Packet Access (HSPA), Blu-
etooth, and WiFi. The mobile device includes transmitter
and receiver (XCVR) that can communicate using separate
antennas for each wireless communication standard or
shared antennas for multiple wireless communication stan-
dards. The mobile device can communicate in a wireless
local area network (WLAN), a wireless personal area net-
work (WPAN), and/or a wireless wide area network
(WWAN).

FIG. 6 also provides an illustration of a microphone and
one or more speakers that can be used for audio input and
output from the mobile device. The display screen may be a
liquid crystal display (LCD) screen, or other type of display
screen such as an organic light emitting diode (OLED)
display. The display screen can be configured as a touch
screen. The touch screen may use capacitive, resistive, or
another type of touch screen technology. The mobile device
includes an application processor and a graphics processor
coupled to an internal memory device to provide processing
and display capabilities. A non-volatile memory port can
also be used to provide data input/output options to a user.
The non-volatile memory port may also be used to expand
the memory capabilities of the mobile device. A keyboard
may be integrated with the mobile device or wirelessly
connected to the mobile device to provide additional user
input. A virtual keyboard may also be provided using the
touch screen.

It should be understood that many of the functional units
described in this specification have been labeled as modules,
in order to more particularly emphasize their implementa-
tion independence. For example, a module may be imple-
mented as a hardware circuit comprising custom VLSI
circuits or gate arrays, off-the-shelf semiconductors such as
logic chips, transistors, or other discrete components. A
module may also be implemented in programmable hard-
ware devices such as field programmable gate arrays, pro-
grammable array logic, programmable logic devices or the
like.

Modules may also be implemented in software for execu-
tion by various types of processors. An identified module of
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executable code may, for instance, comprise one or more
physical or logical blocks of computer instructions, which
may, for instance, be organized as an object, procedure, or
function. Nevertheless, the executables of an identified
module need not be physically located together, but may
comprise disparate instructions stored in different locations
which, when joined logically together, comprise the module
and achieve the stated purpose for the module.

Indeed, a module of executable code may be a single
instruction, or many instructions, and may even be distrib-
uted over several different code segments, among different
programs, and across several memory devices. Similarly,
operational data may be identified and illustrated herein
within modules, and may be embodied in any suitable form
and organized within any suitable type of data structure. The
operational data may be collected as a single data set, or may
be distributed over different locations including over differ-
ent storage devices, and may exist, at least partially, merely
as electronic signals on a system or network. The modules
may be passive or active, including agents operable to
perform desired functions.

Various techniques, or certain aspects or portions thereof,
may take the form of program code (i.e., instructions)
embodied in tangible media, such as floppy diskettes, CD-
ROMs, hard drives, or any other non-transitory machine-
readable storage medium wherein, when the program code
is loaded into and executed by a machine, such as a
computer, the machine becomes an apparatus for practicing
the various techniques. In the case of program code execu-
tion on programmable computers, the computing device
may include a processor, a storage medium readable by the
processor (including volatile and non-volatile memory and/
or storage elements), at least one input device, and at least
one output device. One or more programs that may imple-
ment or utilize the various techniques described herein may
use an application programming interface (API), reusable
controls, and the like. Such programs may be implemented
in a high level procedural or object oriented programming
language to communicate with a computer system. How-
ever, the program(s) may be implemented in assembly or
machine language, if desired. In any case, the language may
be a compiled or interpreted language, and combined with
hardware implementations.

As used herein, a plurality of items, structural elements,
compositional elements, and/or materials may be presented
in a common list for convenience. However, these lists
should be construed as though each member of the list is
individually identified as a separate and unique member.
Thus, no individual member of such list should be construed
as a de facto equivalent of any other member of the same list
solely based on their presentation in a common group
without indications to the contrary. In addition, various
embodiments and example of the present invention may be
referred to herein along with alternatives for the various
components thereof. It is understood that such embodiments,
examples, and alternatives are not to be construed as defacto
equivalents of one another, but are to be considered as
separate and autonomous representations of the present
invention.

The foregoing description and drawings of embodiments
in accordance with the present invention are merely illus-
trative of the principles of the invention. Therefore, it will be
understood that various modifications can be made to the
embodiments by those skilled in the art without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention, which is defined
in the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A user equipment (UE) arranged to communicate with
an enhanced Node B (eNB) that includes a set including
multiple reception points (RPs), the UE comprising:

a transceiver configured to,

send an uplink power reference signal to the multiple
reception points (RPs) of the set of RPs;

receive from the eNB, identification of a subset of the
set that includes multiple RPs, the subset including
two or more RPs from the set of RPs, and identifi-
cation of a downlink reference signal power level for
each reference signal to be used by an RP of the
identified subset;

receive downlink reference signals from RPs of the
identified subset; and

a processor configured to,

determine a path loss estimate for each received down-
link reference signal received from an identified RP
of the identified subset, based at least in part upon the
downlink reference signal power level identified for
the RP from which the reference signal is received;
and

determine an uplink power level that is a function of the
path loss estimates determined for the downlink
signals received from the RPs of the identified sub-
set;

wherein the transceiver and the processor are further

configured to,
use the determined uplink power level during commu-
nication with the identified RPs.

2. The UE of claim 1 wherein the processor is further
arranged to,

determine an overall path loss estimate as a function of the

determined path loss estimates for each received down-
link reference signal; and

wherein the determined uplink power level is a function

of the determined overall path loss estimate.

3. The UE of claim 1,

wherein determining a path loss estimate for each

received downlink reference signal includes determin-
ing a received signal received power (RSRP) for each
such received downlink reference signal.

4. The UE of claim 1,

wherein determining a path loss estimate for each

received downlink reference signal includes:

determining a received signal received power (RSRP)
each such received downlink reference signal, and

determining a difference between the identified down-
link reference signal power level and each deter-
mined RSRP.

5. The UE of claim 1,

wherein determining a path loss estimate for each

received downlink reference signal includes:

determining a received signal received power (RSRP)
for each such received downlink reference signal,

low pass filtering the determined RSRPs, and

determining a difference between the identified down-
link reference signal power level and each deter-
mined low pass filtered RSRP.

6. The UE of claim 1 wherein the transceiver is further
arranged to, receive identification of a type of downlink
reference signal used for downlink path loss measurement.

7. The UE of claim 1,

wherein the downlink reference signal includes an eNB

downlink cell reference signal.

8. The UE of claim 1 wherein the transceiver is further
arranged to,
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transmit and receive messages using orthogonal fre-
quency-division multiplexing during message commu-
nication with the RPs in accordance with a 3GPP Long
Term Evolution (LTE) Advanced (LTE-A) standard.

9. The UE of claim 1 including further including:

one or more antennas arranged to communicate with the
eNB;

a storage device encoded to store,

instruction code to cause the processor to use the trans-
mitter to send an uplink power reference signal to the
subset of multiple RPs;

indicia of the subset including two or RPs identified by the
eNB;

indicia of the downlink reference signal power level for
each reference signal identified by the eNB;

instruction code to cause the processor to determine a path
loss estimate for each downlink reference signal
received by the receiver circuitry from an RP of the
identified subset, based at least in art upon the downlink
reference signal power level identified for the RP from
which the reference signal is received;

instruction code to cause the processor to determine an
uplink power level that is a function of the path loss
estimates determined for the downlink signals received
from the RPs of the identified subset; and

instruction code to cause the processor to use the deter-
mined uplink power level during communication with
the identified RPs.

10. The UE of claim 9,

wherein the instruction code to cause the processor to
determine a path loss estimate each received downlink
reference signal includes:

instruction code to cause the processor to determine a
received signal received power (RSRP) for each such
received downlink reference signal, and

instruction code to cause the processor to determine for
each received downlink reference signal a difference
between its identified downlink reference signal power
level and its determined RSRP.

11. The UE of claim 10 further including:

instruction code to cause the processor to determine an
overall path loss estimate as a function of the deter-
mined path loss estimates for each received downlink
reference signal;

wherein the determined uplink power level is a function
of the determined overall path loss estimate.

12. A method of communication between a user equip-

ment (UE) and an enhanced node B (eNB) that includes a
plurality reception points (RPs) arranged to implement joint
processing of signals received by multiple reception points
(RPs) associated with the eNB, the method comprising:

sending an uplink power reference by the UE to multiple
RPs of the eNB;

receiving from the eNB by the UE from the eNB identi-
fication of a subset including two or more RPs associ-
ated with the eNh and identification of a downlink
reference signal power level for each reference signal
to be used by an RP of the identified subset;

receiving a downlink reference signal by the UE from
each of the RPs of the identified subset; and

transmit to the identified RPs, by the UE, messages
having an uplink power level that is a function of
received signal received powers (RSRPs) of the iden-
tified downlink reference signals received by the UE.

13. The method of claim 12 further includes the UE,

determining a path loss estimate for each received down-
link reference signal received from an identified RP,
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based at least in part upon the downlink reference
signal power level identified for the RP from which the
reference signal is received; and
determining an overall path loss estimate as a function of
the determined path loss estimates for each received
downlink reference signal;
wherein the uplink power level is a function of the
determined overall path loss estimate.
14. The method of claim 12 further includes the UE,
determining a power loss as a function of the identified
downlink reference signal power level for each
received downlink reference signal; and
determining the uplink power level as a function of the
determined power losses.
15. The method of claim 12 further includes the UE,
determining a received signal received power (RSRP) for
each such received downlink reference signal;
low pass filtering the determined RSRPs;
determining for each received downlink reference signal
a difference between its identified downlink reference
signal power level and its determined low pass filtered
RSRP; and
determining the uplink power level as a function of the
determined differences.
16. The method of claim 12 further includes the UE,
transmit and receive messages using orthogonal fre-
quency-division multiplexing during message commu-
nication with the RPs in accordance with a 3GPP Long
Term Evolution (LTE) Advanced (LTE-A) standard.
17. An enhanced Node B (eNB) that includes a base
station and a plurality reception points (RPs) arranged to
implement joint processing of signals received by multiple
reception points (RPs) associated with the eNB,
wherein the multiple RPs of the eNB are arranged to
receive an uplink power reference signal transmitted by
a user equipment (UE);
wherein the base station is arranged to determine a subset
including two or more RPs as a function of the received
signal received power (RSRP) of the uplink power
reference signal received by the RPs and to determine
a reference signal power level for each RP of the subset
including two or ore RPs;
wherein the base station configures at least one RP to send
to the UE identification of the subset including two or
more RPs and identification of a downlink reference
signal power level for each reference signal for each RP
of the subset of RPs; and
wherein the base station configures each RP of the subset
including two or more RPs to send a downlink refer-
ence signal to the UE.
18. The eNB of claim 17 further arranged to,
transmit and receive messages using orthogonal fre-
quency-division multiplexing during message commu-
nication with the UE in accordance with a 3GPP Long
Term Evolution (LTE) Advanced (LTE-A) standard.
19. The eNB of claim 17,
wherein the subset including two or more RPs includes
the RPs having largest magnitude RSRPs of the uplink
power reference signal.
20. A method of communication between a user equip-
ment (UE) and an enhanced Node B (eNB) that includes a
plurality reception points (RPs) arranged to implement joint
processing of signals received by multiple reception points
(RPs) associated with the eNB comprising:
receiving by a plurality of RPs within the access point an
uplink power reference signal transmitted by the UE;
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determining by the eNB a subset including two or more
RPs as a function of the received signal received power
(RSRP) of the uplink power reference signal received
by the respective RPs and a reference signal power
level for each RP of the subset including two or more
RPs;

sending by the eNB to the UE identification of the subset
including two or more RPs and identification of a
downlink reference signal power level for each refer-
ence signal for each RP of the subset including two or
more RPs; and

sending by the RPs of the subset the downlink a reference
signal to the UE.

21. The method of claim 20,

wherein determining the subset including two or more
RPs as a function of the RSRP of the uplink power
reference signal received by the respective RPs
includes selecting RPs with the strongest RSRPs for
membership in the subset including two or more RPs.
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22. The method of claim 20 further including:

jointly processing by the access point signals received by
RPs of the subset including two or more RPs from the
UE,

transmitting to the identified RPs, by the UE, messages
having an uplink power level that is a function of
received signal received powers (RSRPs) of the iden-
tified downlink reference signals received by the UE.

23. The method of claim 20 further including:

sending by the eNB identification of a type of downlink
reference signal used for downlink path loss measure-
ment.

24. The method of claim 20 further including:

transmit and receive messages using orthogonal fre-
quency-division multiplexing by the RPs during mes-
sage communication with the UE in accordance with a
3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE) Advanced (LTE-A)
standard.



