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1
GROUPING WITH FRAMES TO TRANSFORM
DISPLAY ELEMENTS WITHIN A ZOOMING
USER INTERFACE

BACKGROUND

A zooming user interface (ZUI) is a type of graphical user
interface (GUI) in which the scale of a viewed area is changed
in order to view more detail or less, and to browse through and
among different visual display elements such as images,
shapes, documents, or videos. Display elements may be
added to a workspace referred to as a ‘canvas’ to create a
zoomable presentation in which details and subtopics can be
presented through zooming in and out to reveal more or less
detail. The canvas is larger than a viewing window generated
on a device display screen, and a user can scroll a viewing
window to view different display elements. The ZUI differs
from a normal canvas in that the user may zoom in or out onto
aparticular display element. Display elements can be inserted
anywhere among the presentation content, in addition to
grouping display elements within frames. Users can pan
across the canvas in two dimensions and zoom into objects of
interest. Display elements present inside a zoomed region can
in turn be zoomed themselves to reveal additional detail,
allowing for recursive nesting and an arbitrary level of zoom.
For example, as a user zooms into a text object, the text may
be represented initially as a small dot, then as a thumbnail
image, next as a complete page and finally as a magnified
view of a portion of the page focused on a key passage from
the text. Thus, ZUIs use zooming as the primary metaphor for
browsing through multivariate or hyperlinked information.
Display elements present inside a zoomed region can in turn
be zoomed themselves to reveal additional detail, allowing
for recursive nesting and an arbitrary level of zoom.

FIG. 1A-1C are an illustrative drawings showing display
elements viewed through a viewing window disposed on a
canvas at three different zoom levels. FIG. 1A shows a view-
ing window 2 through which portions of display elements 4
and 6 are visible but in which display elements 8-14 are not
visible. The four arrows in FIG. 1A indicate the ability to
move the viewing window so as to pan across the canvas. FI1G.
1B shows a zoomed out view of the same canvas in which
display elements 4-14 are visible through the viewing win-
dow 2. FIG. 1C shows a zoomed in view of display element 6
on the same canvas through the viewing window 2.

SUMMARY

A method and article of manufacture are provided to edit a
display screen of a zooming user interface system. The
method includes receiving a user request to transform a set of
display elements that are displayed on a display screen
encompassed by a frame. In response to the user request an
information structured is produced in a non-transitory storage
device that indicates each display element of the set of display
elements that is displayed on the display screen encompassed
by the frame. Each display element indicated by the informa-
tion structure is transformed according to the user request.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1C are an illustrative drawings showing display
elements viewed through a viewing window disposed on a
canvas at three different zoom levels.

FIG. 2A is an illustrative drawing of a multi-function edit-
ing control element displayed on a display screen in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 2B is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screen images produced on a display screen showing
an example transformation of location of a display element on
a canvas in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 2C is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screen images produced on a display screen showing
an example transformation of size of a display element on a
canvas in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 2D is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screen images produced on a display screen showing
an example transformation of orientation of a display element
on a canvas in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 2E is an illustrative drawing an example screen image
produced on a display screen displaying multiple display
elements on a canvas with path segments indicating a presen-
tation path between them in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 2F is an illustrative drawing an example screen image
produced on adisplay screen displaying a frame used to group
display elements that are to appear together during a presen-
tation.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative drawing of an example presentation
that includes a sequence of screen images showing display
elements produced on the display screen in accordance with
some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is an illustrative drawing showing a selection of
frame types that are displayed adjacent a frame select region
of the control element shown on a display screen in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIG. 5 shows a frame display having contours of one of the
frame types displayed on a portion of a canvas shown on a
display screen in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 6 shows first and second display elements disposed
inside a region of the canvas encompassed by the frame of
FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is an illustrative drawing showing a change in visual
appearance of the frame of FIG. 6 in response to a user
selecting the frame in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 8 is an illustrative drawing representing two example
screen images produced on a display screen showing an
example transformation of location on the canvas of the frame
of FIG. 7 in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 9 is an illustrative drawing representing two example
screen images produced on the display screen showing an
example transformation of size on the canvas of the frame of
FIG. 7 in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 10 is an illustrative drawing representing two example
screen images produced on the display screen showing an
example transformation of orientation on the canvas of the
frame of FIG. 7 in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 11 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of two display screen images during editing in
which a frame is instantiated around display elements previ-
ously existing on a canvas in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 12 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of five display screen images during editing in
which a display element is moved into and then out of a frame
in accordance with some embodiments. In this example, the
frame display has a circular shape.

FIG. 13 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of six display screen images during editing in which
a frame is moved across the canvas to encompass a first
display element and then is moved again accordance with
some embodiments.
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FIG. 14 is an illustrative flow diagram of a first process to
transform a group of display elements encompassed by a
frame in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 15 is an illustrative flow diagram of a second process
to transform a group of display elements encompassed by a
frame in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 16A is an illustrative flow diagram representing
details of the processes of FIG. 14 and of FIG. 15 in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIG. 16B is an illustrative data structure produced ‘on
demand’ to indicate display elements encompassed by a
frame that user input indicates is to be transformed in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIG. 17 is an illustrative drawing showing a control ele-
ment in which a menu of transformation selections, ‘scale’,
‘rotate’ and ‘move’ are displayed in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 18 is an illustrative flow diagram representing certain
details of the process of FIG. 16 in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 19 is an illustrative flow diagram representing certain
details of'the process of FIG. 14 and the process of FIG. 15 in
accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 20 is a block diagram of a computer processing sys-
tem within which a set of instructions, for causing the com-
puter to perform any one or more of the methodologies dis-
cussed herein, may be executed.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following description is presented to enable any per-
son skilled in the art to configure a computer system and
related method and article of manufacture to transform dis-
play elements that are grouped within a frame in a zooming
user interface environment. Various modifications to the pre-
ferred embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled
in the art, and the generic principles defined herein may be
applied to other embodiments and applications without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. More-
over, in the following description, numerous details are set
forth for the purpose of explanation. However, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art will realize that the invention might be
practiced without the use of these specific details. In other
instances, well-known structures and processes are shown in
block diagram form in order not to obscure the description of
the invention with unnecessary detail. Identical reference
numerals may be used to represent different views ofthe same
or substantially the same item in different drawings. Flow
diagrams in drawings referenced below are used to represent
processes. A computer system is configured to perform these
processes. The flow diagrams include modules that represent
the configuration of a computer system according to com-
puter program code to perform the acts described with refer-
ence to these modules. Thus, the present invention is not
intended to be limited to the embodiments shown, but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles and
features disclosed herein.

Overview of Editing a Zooming User Interface

FIGS. 2A-2F are illustrative drawings representing
example user interaction with a zooming user interface during
an editing process to create a presentation in accordance with
some embodiments. The editing process is explained in the
context of a particular zooming user interface (ZUI) environ-
ment, which is illustrative and not intended to be limiting. For
example, the ZUI employs a particular editing control ele-
ment that includes multiple control regions and that is shown
ona display screen superimposed over a display item thatisto
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4

be transformed in some manner. It will be appreciated, how-
ever, that a ZUI with additional or alternative control mecha-
nisms such as pull-down menus or pop-up menus can be used,
for example.

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative sequence of images produced
on a display screen 104 during an example presentation in
accordance with some embodiments. A presentation created
using the ZUI environment is encoded in computer readable
code stored in a computer readable storage device and can be
used to configure a computer system to show the presentation
on a display screen. The editing process to create a presenta-
tion involves adding a plurality of display elements to a can-
vas and defining attributes for individual display elements or
groups of display elements such as their size, orientation,
location, zoom level and order of order of presentation. As
used herein, the term “display element’ refers to a computer
generated image that is displayed on a portion of a canvas
visible on a display screen in the course of a zooming presen-
tation and that, therefore, constitutes a part of the presenta-
tion. A display element may include text, image, graphics,
shapes, video, animation, hypertext link, other (nested) dis-
play elements or other visual components, for example. As
used herein the term ‘canvas’ refers to an abstract space with
its own coordinate system on which visual content is pre-
sented. The coordinate system of a canvas comprises two (2)
dimensions, and display elements are displayed at (x,y) coor-
dinate locations designated by a user during an editing mode
of operation. Sometimes the coordinate system is referred
having 2.5 dimensions due to zooming capability. At any
given time, only a portion of the canvas is visible. A user may
view portions of a canvas through a window. The use of a
canvas and a viewing window allows for non-linear presen-
tations, the option to present richer detail of content, and to
give a better overview and understanding of complex visual
messages and relations. While viewing the canvas through a
viewing window, users can pan across the canvas in two
dimensions and zoom into objects of interest. For example, as
auser zooms into a text object it may be represented as a small
dot, then a thumbnail of a page of text, then a full-sized page
and finally a magnified view of the page.

Referring now to FIG. 2A there is shown an illustrative
drawing of a multi-function editing control element 101 dis-
played on a display screen in accordance with some embodi-
ments. The control element 101 includes multiple control
regions that a user can use to select, actuate invoke different
transformations of a display element upon which it is super-
imposed. In operation, the editing control element 101 is
displayed superimposed over the display element with which
it is currently associated. The control element 101 can be
made to disappear from view so as not to be a distraction, once
a transformation of a display element is completed. In some
embodiments, the editing control element is called a ‘zebra’.
The editing control element will be described with reference
to those transformations, which are explained with reference
to FIGS. 2B-2F.

FIG. 2B is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screenimages 103, 105 produced on a display screen
104 showing an example transformation of location of a dis-
play element on a canvas 102 in accordance with some
embodiments. Referring to screen image 103, a user can start
to create a presentation by using a point and click device to
select an open space in a canvas 102 shown within a display
screen 104 to add text, which is one form of display element.
In this example, another display element 106 also is shown in
the two screen images 103, 105. For example, for a text
display element a user can click on the text to associate the
multi-function editing control element 101 with the text or the
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user can click on the other display element 106 to associate
the multi-function editing control element 101 with that other
display element 106. In some embodiments, the editing con-
trol element has different modes of operation for different
kinds of display elements. For a text display element, such as
“main topic”, a user can click on or otherwise actuate the
control element 101 to invoke an edit box (not shown) to
permit editing of the text on which it is superimposed. A user
can click and hold the first region 108 of the control element
101 to transform the location on the canvas 102 of an associ-
ated display element. For example, a user can use the control
element 101 to drag (i.e. move) the associated display ele-
ment 106 from a first location on the canvas 102 shown in the
screen image 103 on the left to a second location shown in the
screen image 105 on the right. Note that the location on the
canvas 102 of the other screen text display element, ‘main
topic’, is unchanged in the two screen images 103, 105.

FIG. 2C is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screenimages 107, 109 produced on a display screen
104 showing an example transformation of size of a display
element on a canvas 102 in accordance with some embodi-
ments. In some embodiments, the size of a display element
106 on which the control element 101 is superimposed may
beincreased or decreased by dragging a second control region
114 associated on an inner ring within the control element 101
inward to shrink or outward to enlarge, respectively. For
example, screen image 107 shows the display element 106
sized smaller on the canvas 102, and screen image 109 shows
the same display element 106 sized smaller on the canvas 102.
Note that the text display element is not shown in order to
simplify the drawings.

It will be appreciated that in a zooming presentation, size
can be used to indicate hierarchy or relative importance
within a presentation. Display elements representing impor-
tant topics can be shown with larger size. Display elements
representing less important topics or sub-topics can be shown
with smaller size. A presentation often involves focusing first
on a large size display element that represents a major idea
and then zooming in on a smaller size display element that
represents the details. Thus, during editing to create a presen-
tation, a display element that represents details of a topic can
be made smaller in size than a display element that represents
amore general idea. During the presentation, a path sequence
may visit a display element representing the more important
idea before visiting the display element representing the
detail. Moreover, the presentation may be set up to initially
show the detail display element in a smaller size relative to the
major idea display element and to then zoom in on the detail
display element causing it to become enlarged on a portion of
a canvas shown within a display screen, for example.

FIG. 2D is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screenimages 111, 113 produced on a display screen
104 showing an example transformation of orientation of a
display element on a canvas 102 in accordance with some
embodiments. For example, in some embodiments, the rota-
tional orientation of a display element 106 currently associ-
ated with a control element is superimposed can be changed
by using a pointing device to rotate a third region 118 of the
control element 101 to cause a corresponding rotation of an
associated display element 106. For example, screen image
111 shows the display element 106 before rotation on the
canvas 102, and screen image 113 shows the same display
element 106 after a slight rotation on the canvas 102.

FIG. 2E is an illustrative drawing an example screen image
115 produced on a display screen 104 displaying multiple
display elements 124-130 on a canvas 102 with path segments
117 indicating a presentation path between them in accor-
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6

dance with some embodiments. A user can select a region 120
of the control element 101 to create a path 122 between the
display elements 124-130 on the canvas 102 to create a pre-
sentation story line. A path, comprising multiple path seg-
ments, allows a user to set the order in which the display
elements appear during the presentation. For example, in
some embodiments, after selecting the region 120, a user then
selects display elements in the order in which they are to be
presented to indicate a path sequence. In some embodiments,
numeric indicators are displayed on the canvas to show the
order in which display elements are shown during the presen-
tation. In this example, the numbers 1 through 4 are shown to
indicated that during a presentation, display element 124 is
displayed first, followed by display element 126, followed by
display element 128, followed by display element 128. Path
segments are displayed during editing but not during actual
presentation. It will be appreciated that not all display ele-
ments need be displayed simultaneously on the display screen
104 in order to define path segments; that is, a user may need
to pan across the canvas to bring different display elements
into view to order them into sequential positions within an
overall path. Designating a path sequence will be readily
understood by persons skilled in the art, and details of the path
selection process are not described herein since they form no
part of the present invention. During a presentation, display
elements may be displayed automatically in the path
sequence.

FIG. 2F is an illustrative drawing an example screen image
119 produced on a display screen 104 displaying a frame 134
used to group a set of display elements 136-142 that are to
appear together during a presentation. During editing to cre-
ate a presentation, frame acts as visual a structure displayed
on a screen display 104 to indicate a grouping of display
elements. The visual image of a frame visually demarcates a
framed region. In some embodiments, a frame is displayed as
avisual boundary about some framed region, for example. In
other embodiments, a frame is displayed by coloring or shad-
ing a framed region differently from regions outside of the
frame. In other words, a boundary about a framed region that
is defined by a frame may be displayed by a differential
representation (e.g., different color or shading) of the framed
region, for example. In some embodiments, a frame visibly
demarcates a region 135 of canvas 102, and display elements
disposed within that demarcated ‘framed’ region 135 of the
canvas 102 are designated as part of a group that may be
edited as a group during editing and that may be zoomed and
focused upon as a group during presentation. More particu-
larly, information encoded in non-transitory storage device
indicates contour, dimensions and location ofa framed region
135 ofthe canvas. The visual frame 134 that visually indicates
a border about the framed region 135 is displayed on the
display screen 104. Information encoded in non-transitory
storage device indicates location of each of the display ele-
ments of the set of display elements 136-142, and the set of
display elements 136-142 are displayed on the display screen
within the framed region 135 encompassed by the frame 134.
In some embodiments, the frame 134 at least partially sur-
rounds the framed region 135. Alternatively, a frame may
provide indicia of such as a visual tag (not shown) that indi-
cates the display elements encompassed by the frame. A user
may choose to group display elements together within a
frame 134 by topic, for example. In accordance with some
embodiments, a user can use the editing control element 101
to transform size, location and orientation of the frame 134
and the set of display elements 136-142 that it encompasses,
for example. During an editing mode, the frame 134 acts as a
display element that may be added in a path sequence so that
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the presentation can be made to pause and to zoom/focus on
group of display elements enclosed together within the frame.
During a presentation mode, the group of display elements
136-142 within a frame 134 are displayed but typically the
frame itselfis not displayed. Although the frame itself may be
displayed during presentation mode also.

Presentation Example

Referring back to FIG. 2A, auser can select a region 144 of
the control element 101 to initiate the showing of a presenta-
tion. The presentation may involve alternately panning across
the canvas and zooming in to and zooming out from different
display objects and frames. In some embodiments, zooming
involves zooming the entire canvas, not just an individual
item on the canvas. The act of zooming during a presentation
can be used to signal to the audience a transition between
topics. In other words, zooming can be used to shift audience
focus from one topic of interest represented by one display
element or frame (containing a group of elements) to a dif-
ferent topic of interest represented by a different display
element or frame, for example. When a presentation is
viewed, each display elements (including frames) in a path is
visited in the order specified by the path sequence. In some
embodiments, a default autoplay time is 4 seconds per stop on
the path, and can be extended to 10 or 20 seconds. In some
embodiments, a user can interrupt the automatic presentation
flow to select (e.g., ‘click’) and zoom in on an object or to pan
across the canvas, for example, which can allow for a more
interactive discussion.

Referring again to FIG. 3, the example presentation
includes a sequence of screen images 150-156 showing dis-
play elements produced on the display screen 104. More
particularly, the example presentation follows a sequence of
path segments 160-166 in which the first three path segments
160-164 involve transitions to successively more zoomed-in
views of display elements on the canvas 102 and in which the
fourth path segment 166 involves a transition to a more
zoomed-out view of the canvas 102. It will be appreciated that
path segments represent computer code data structures
encoded in a storage device that indicate the order of transi-
tions among views in the presentation shown on the display
screen 104, but they are not visible in the actual presentation.
The example presentation first generates screen image 150 in
which display elements 170-174 are visible. As indicated by
dashed lines 179, the presentation next presents a second
screen image 152 that zooms in to focus on one of the display
element 171, which in this example, is associated with a
frame 175 (which may not be visible during the presentation)
that groups together additional display elements 176-178. It
will be appreciated that the frame 175 acts as a point of focus
for zooming during the presentation. As indicated by dashed
lines 180, the presentation next presents a third screen image
154 that zooms in to focus on display element 178. The
zoomed in view of display element 178 includes detail region
183 that was too small to be visible in screen images 150 and
152. As indicated by dashed lines 181, the presentation next
presents a fourth screen image 156 that zooms in to focus in
to and to show more detail and/or increased size of the region
183 of display element 178. As indicated by dashed lines 182,
the presentation next zooms out to focus again on the first
view 150. Thus, the illustrative presentation moves from
screen images 150 to 154 to zooms in to the canvas 102 to
focus on progressively more details of selected display ele-
ments and then zooms back out again from the canvas from
screen image 156 to screen image 150.

Displaying Transformations of Display Elements Grouped
with Frames
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FIG. 4 is an illustrative drawing showing a selection of
frame types that are displayed adjacent a frame select region
132 of the control element 101 shown on a display screen 104
in accordance with some embodiments. A user actuates (e.g.
clicks on) the frame select region 132 to reveal the selection of
frame types. FIG. 5 shows a frame display 190 having one of
the frame types displayed on a portion of a canvas 102 shown
on a display screen 104 in accordance with some embodi-
ments. The frame 190 created in this example includes four
angular brackets 191 arranged to define four corners of a
rectangular region. FIG. 6 shows first and second display
elements 192, 194 disposed inside a region of the canvas 102
encompassed by the frame 190. A user may insert or create
these display elements 192, 194 on the canvas 102 within the
frame display 190 according to the editing techniques
described above with reference to FIGS. 2A-2F, for example.

FIG. 7 is an illustrative drawing showing a change in visual
appearance of the frame of FIG. 6 in response to a user
selecting the frame in accordance with some embodiments. In
this example, dotted lines appear interconnecting the corner
brackets 191 so as to further define visually the region
enclosed by the frame 190, and the display elements 192, 194
within the frame 190 are highlighted (as indicated by shad-
ing). In some embodiments, a user selects the frame 190 by
clicking on one of the visual frame itself, e.g. on one of the
brackets 191, or by clicking on any portion of the canvas 102
encompassed by the frame 190 other than where the first and
second display elements 191, 194 are disposed.

FIG. 8 is an illustrative drawing representing two example
screen images 196, 197 produced on a display screen 104
showing an example transformation of location on the canvas
102 of the frame 190 of FIG. 7 in accordance with some
embodiments. FIG. 9 is an illustrative drawing representing
two example screen images 198, 199 produced on the display
screen 104 showing an example transformation of size on the
canvas 102 of the frame 190 of FIG. 7 in accordance with
some embodiments. FIG. 9 illustrates a size transformation in
which the size of the frame 190 and its constituents 192, 194
increases. FIG. 10 is an illustrative drawing representing two
example screen images 200, 201 produced on the display
screen 104 showing an example transformation of orientation
on the canvas 102 of the frame 190 of FIG. 7 in accordance
with some embodiments. In some embodiments, a user can
control the transformations in location, size and orientation of
the frame 190 using editing techniques above, for example.

The transformation that is applied to the frame 190 also is
applied to each of the display elements encompassed by the
frame. Referring to FIG. 8, the first and second display ele-
ments 192,194 have their respective locations transformed by
the same amount and in the same direction as the frame 190.
Referring to FIG. 9, the first and second display elements 192,
194 have their respective sizes transformed by the same pro-
portionate amount that the size of frame 190 changed. Refer-
ring to FIG. 10, the first and second display elements 192,194
have their respective orientations transformed by the same
angular amount that the orientation of frame 190 changed.

FIG. 11 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of two display screen images during editing in
which a frame 190 is instantiated around display elements
previously existing on a canvas 102 in accordance with some
embodiments. A first screen display image 230 shows a dis-
play screen 104 that with the frame 190 prior to its transfor-
mation to encompass certain existing display elements. A
second screen display image 232 shows the frame 190 after it
has had both its location and its size transformed to encom-
pass multiple display elements 202-206. Note that display
element 208 remains disposed outside the frame 190. The
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location of the frame can be transformed using editing tech-
niques described above, for example. The frame 190 includes
control points 210 that can be used to resize the frame 190,
e.g., to stretch or shrink the shape and the size of the region
encompassed within the frame 190. The control points 210
form no part of the present invention and persons skilled in the
art will readily understand how to make and use them. In
some embodiments, any display element that has more than
50% of its area inside a frame is considered to be encom-
passed by the frame. Therefore, in the second screen image
232 in this example, display element 204 is encompassed
frame 190, but display element 210 is not.

FIG. 12 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of five display screen images during editing in
which a display element 222 is moved into and then out of a
frame 220 frame in accordance with some embodiments. In
this example, the frame display has a circular shape. A first
screen display image 234 in the sequence of FIG. 12 repre-
sents a display screen 104 in which a region of the canvas 102
is visible that includes a frame 220 and a display element 222
outside the frame 220. A second screen display image 236 in
the sequence of represents the display screen 104 showing the
same region of the canvas 102 in which a user has dragged the
display element 222 partially into the frame 220. In some
embodiments, a portion of the frame 222 is highlighted 224 as
the display element 222 is being dragged into it. A third
screen display image 238 in the sequence represents a display
screen 104 showing the same region of the canvas 102 in
which a user has dragged the display element 222 completely
inside the frame 220. A fourth screen display image 240 in the
sequence represents a display screen 104 showing the same
region of the canvas 102 in which a user has dragged the
display element 222 partially out of the frame 220. In some
embodiments, a portion of the frame 222 is highlighted 226 as
the display element 222 is being dragged out of it. A fifth
screen display image 242 in the sequence represents a display
screen 104 in which a region of the canvas 102 is visible that
includes a frame 220 and a display element 222, which is once
again outside the frame 220.

FIG. 13 is an illustrative drawing showing an example
sequence of six display screen images during editing in which
a frame 240 is moved across the canvas 102 to encompass a
first display element 242 and then is moved again accordance
with some embodiments. A first screen display image 246 in
the sequence of FIG. 13 represents a display screen 104 in
which a region of the canvas 102 is visible that includes a
frame 240 that visually encompasses a second display ele-
ment 244 and the first display element 242, which is outside
the frame 220. Note that in the first screen image 246, the
frame 240 has not been selected (indicated by the absence of
dashed lines and highlights). A second screen display image
248 in the sequence of FIG. 13 represents the same region of
the canvas 102 but in which the frame 240 has been selected
(indicated by dashed lines and highlight) and has been moved
s0 as to visually encompass both the first display element 242
and the second display element 244. Next, the example
sequence of screen images represented by the drawings in
FIG. 13 branches in one of two directions depending upon
user action.

On a first branch, a third screen display image 250 in the
sequence represents the same region of the canvas 102 but in
which the frame 240 has been deselected but has not yet been
moved from its location in the second image 248. By dese-
lected, it is meant that a user action has occurred to indicate
that the user has finished with transformation of the frame
(e.g., location, size, orientation) for the time being. Next, on
the first branch, a fourth screen display image 252 in the
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sequence shows the frame 240 containing both the first and
second display elements 242 and 244 having been selected
and moved. Note that the display elements 242, 244 maintain
their same relative positions within the frame 240 in the third
screen display image 250 and in the fourth screen display
image 252.

On a second branch, a sixth screen display image 254
shows the frame 240 not yet having been deselected after
having been moved to encompass the first display element
242 in the second screen display image 248. In the sixth
screen display image 254, the frame 240, is shown to have
been moved to a different location, the same one to which the
frame 240 is moved in the fifth screen display image 252.
However, the first display element 242 is left behind and does
not have its location transformed together with that of the
frame 240.

In some embodiments, if a frame is deselected and then
reselected within a prescribed (short) time, then the behavior
of the second branch prevails as if there never had been a
deselection. In some embodiments, deselection of the frame
element may occur implicitly through an affirmative selection
by the user of a different display element (either outside or
inside the frame element) or through a user’s changing the
ZUT to a different mode of operation (such as to presentation
mode) or through a user’s selection of an ‘escape’ function to
affirmatively indicate deselection. Moreover, in some
embodiments, if a frame is moved, either through transfor-
mation of its location or through expansion of its dimensions,
to encompass a display element that it did not previously
encompass and ‘hovers’ in place for some prescribed period
of time without being deselected, then that newly encom-
passed design element will be transformed with the frame the
next time the frame is transformed or when it continues its
transformation.

Still referring to FIG. 13, display element 243 has a size
that is smaller than some prescribed amount. Referring to the
third and fourth screen images 250, 252 on the first branch,
the small size display element 243 is not transformed (i.e.
moved from one location to another) together with the frame
and the first display element 242. The prescribed amount, for
example, may be some absolute size measured in number of
pixels or inches or for example, may be measured in some
relative terms such as number of pixels relative to the total
number of pixels visible within the display screen. In either
case, in accordance with some embodiments, the user expe-
rience should be that a display element that is not readily
visible to a user is not transformed with the frame that encom-
passes it so as to prevent a user from accidentally manipulat-
ing display elements that are not visible to the user.

Determining the Display Elements Grouped with a Frame

FIG. 14 is an illustrative flow diagram of a first process
1400 to transform a group of display elements encompassed
by a frame in accordance with some embodiments. FIG. 15 is
an illustrative flow diagram of a second process 1500 to
transform a group of display elements encompassed by a
frame in accordance with some embodiments. Transforma-
tions include changing location of the frame on the canvas,
changing the size of the frame on the canvas and changing the
rotational orientation of the frame on the canvas. In addition,
in some embodiments, the size of the frame can be changed by
clicking and dragging without changing the size of elements
within the frame. Transformations of a frame also are applied
to display elements encompassed by the transformed frame.
The same transformation applied to a frame is applied to each
display element encompassed by the frame.

Referring FIG. 14, module 1402 detects user input that
selects a frame that is displayed on a screen display. In some
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embodiments, user selection of a frame is indicated by a
user’s invoking display of the control element 101 in asso-
ciation with the frame, for example. In response to the
detected user selection input, module 1404 identifies display
elements encompassed by the frame. Module 1406 detects
user input to impart a transformation to the frame. In some
embodiments, user imparting a transformation of a frame is
indicated by a user’s actuation of a region of a control element
associated with transformation of location, size or orienta-
tion, for example. In response to the detected user transfor-
mation input, module 1408 imparts the detected transforma-
tion to the frame and to each display element identified as
encompassed by the selected frame.

FIG. 17 is an illustrative drawing showing a control ele-
ment 101 in which a menu of transformation selections 1410,
‘scale’, ‘rotate’ and ‘move’ are displayed in response to detec-
tion of user selection of the frame menu 132 by module 1402
in accordance with some embodiments. Module 1402 then
detects further user input to select one of the indicated trans-
formation selections. In accordance with some embodiments,
for example, in further response to user input, module 1406
detects user input (not shown) to transform the frame contents
such as through manipulation of a pointing device (e.g., a
mouse-like device) to achieve the selected transformation.
Referring to FIG. 15, module 1502 detects user input to
impart a transformation to the frame. In some embodiments,
user imparting a transformation of a frame is indicated by a
user’s actuation of a region of a control element associated
with transformation of location, size or orientation, for
example. In response to the detected user transformation
input, module 1504 identifies display elements encompassed
by the frame. In response to the detected user transformation
input, module 1506 imparts the detected transformation to the
frame and to each display element identified as encompassed
by the selected frame. For example, module 1502 detects a
user point and select of a frame display element (not shown).
Module 1506 subsequently detects a user dragging the
selected frame element to move it (transform its position)
within the canvas. FIG. 16A is an illustrative flow diagram
representing details 1600 of modules 1404 (FIGS. 14) and
1504 (FIG. 15) of the first and second processes in accordance
with some embodiments. FIG. 16B is an illustrative informa-
tion structure 1608 produced ‘on demand’ to indicate display
elements that are grouped by a frame that user input indicates
is to be transformed in accordance with some embodiments.
Module 1602 determines the region of the canvas occupied by
a frame (not shown). Module 1604 determines display ele-
ments that occupy the region of the canvas determined to be
encompassed by the frame. Module 1606 designates display
elements (not shown) determined to occupy the same region
as the frame to be members of a group associated with the
frame. In some embodiments, a list data structure is created in
computer readable storage device to identify the display ele-
ments determined to be grouped by the frame.

In some embodiments, module 1604, identifies display
elements with at least two corners disposed within the frame.
Next, module 1604 determines whether those identified dis-
play elements have some prescribed proportion of their total
area within the frame. It will be appreciated that different
rules may apply to determine whether different kinds of dis-
play elements are disposed within the frame. Module 1604
produces a data structure that identifies the display elements
determined to be grouped by the frame. Thus, a determination
of'the set of display elements displayed within a frame and the
production of a corresponding data structure e.g., a list 1608
such as that shown in FIG. 16B, occur on demand, in response
to a user’s indication of intent to perform a transformation of
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the items encompassed by the frame. FIG. 18 is an illustrative
flow diagram representing details 1800 of modules 1604 and
1604 in accordance with some embodiments. Module 1802
identifies display elements that have at least a portion that is
contained within the region of the canvas occupied by the
frame. Module 1804 selects a display element determined to
have a portion encompassed by the frame. Decision module
1806 determines whether at least a prescribed proportion of
the selected display element is contained within the region of
the canvas occupied by the frame. In some embodiments, the
prescribe proportion is at least fifty percent of the selected
display element. However, in some embodiments, different
measures may be used as the prescribed proportion for dif-
ferent kinds of display elements. If the prescribed proportion
of'the display element is not contained within the frame, then
control flows to module 1810, which is explained below. If the
prescribed proportion of the display element is contained
within the frame, then module 1808 adds the display element
to the group of display elements determined to be encom-
passed by the frame. Control flows to module 1810, which
determines whether there is another display element deter-
mined to have a portion encompassed by the frame. If yes,
then control flows again to module 1802. If no, then control
flows to module 1408 (F1G. 14) and module 1506 (FIG. 15) to
impart the transformation to the display elements of the
group.

FIG. 19 is an illustrative flow diagram representing certain
details 1900 of modules 1408 (FIG. 14) and module 1506
(FIG. 15) in accordance with some embodiments. Module
1902 selects a module from the group of display elements.
Module 1904 calculates a transformation of the selected dis-
play element based upon user input (e.g., location, size, ori-
entation). Module 1906 determines whether there are addi-
tional display elements within the group that have not yet
been transformed. If yes, then control flows back to module
1902. Note that the same transformation (e.g., distance, %
change in size, angular change in orientation) is calculated for
each display element and for the frame (which is one of the
display elements also) length is applied. If no, then module
1908 applies the calculated transformations to the display
elements simultaneously so that they are transformed in uni-
son together with the transformation of the frame itself. It will
be appreciated that the process 1900 may be performed recur-
sively in order to incrementally transform the display ele-
ments so as to display a smooth transformation.

It will be appreciated that the transformations described
with reference to FIG. 19 occur so quickly that they appear to
a user to occur instantaneously. Alternatively, rather than
transform the display elements determined to be within a
frame one at a time, all display elements may be transformed
simultaneously.

Determination of contents of a frame at the time the frame
is transformed obviates the need to keep track of frame con-
tents while editing other aspects of a presentation, for
example. That is, there is no need to maintain or to revise data
structures in a computer storage device that indicate contents
of a frame unless the frame, and by implication its contents,
has been selected for transformation. For instance, a display
element may be moved into or out of a frame without any
actual selection or transformation of the frame. Referring to
FIG. 12, for example, during editing a user may drag a display
element across (over) a frame from one location to another.
Alternatively, for example, a user may move different com-
binations of display elements into and out of a frame as he or
she experiments with different combinations while compos-
ing a presentation. FIGS. 5-6, for example, show the addition
of display elements 192, 194 to frame 190. FIG. 11, for
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example shows the addition display elements 202, 204,206 to
frame 190 through transformation of the size and location of
the frame 190. Also, for example, a user may transform (e.g.,
move, resize or rotate) display elements that are located
inside a frame independently of any transformation of the
frame itself. In each case, there is no need to determine or to
keep track of which display elements are encompassed within
a frame since the frame has not been selected for transforma-
tion. Rather, the position, size and/or orientation of a display
element can be transformed independently of the frame in
which it is displayed and independently of other display ele-
ments encompassed within a frame.

Moreover, once a frame is selected in some embodiments
(FIG. 14) or once a transformation of a frame has commenced
(FIG. 15) in other embodiments, the contents of the frame
remain unchanged. Thus, for example, as shown in screen
images 248 and 254 of FIG. 13, frame 240 and its constituent
display element 244 may be dragged over (or under) another
display element 242 on a canvas 102 without disturbing
(transforming) that other display element 242. Alternately, as
shown in screen images 250, 252 of FIG. 13, a display ele-
ment 242 becomes a part of the group encompassed by the
frame 190 when the frame is selected for transformation
when it begins its move.

Hardware Embodiment

FIG. 20 is a block diagram of a computer processing sys-
tem within which a set of instructions, for causing the com-
puter to perform any one or more of the methodologies dis-
cussed herein, may be executed. In some embodiments, the
computer operates as a standalone device or may be con-
nected (e.g., networked) to other computers. In a networked
deployment, the computer may operate in the capacity of a
server or a client computer in server-client network environ-
ment, or as a peer computer in a peer-to-peer (or distributed)
network environment. In a networked deployment, the com-
puter may operate in the capacity of a server or a client
computer in a server-client network environment, or as a peer
computer in a peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environ-
ment.

Embodiments may also, for example, be deployed by Soft-
ware-as-a-Service (SaaS), Application Service Provider
(ASP), or utility computing providers, in addition to being
sold or licensed via traditional channels. The computer may
be a server computer, a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC,
a set-top box (STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA),
cellular telephone, or any processing device capable of
executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that
specify actions to be taken by that device. Further, while only
a single computer is illustrated, the term “computer” shall
also be taken to include any collection of computers that
individually or jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of
instructions to perform any one or more of the methodologies
discussed herein.

The example computer processing system 2000 includes
processor 2022 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU), a
graphics processing unit (GPU) or both), main memory 2004
and static memory 2006, which communicate with each other
via bus 2008. The processing system 800 may further include
video display unit 2020 (e.g., a plasma display, a liquid crystal
display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRT)). The processing
system 2000 also includes alphanumeric input device 2022
(e.g., a keyboard), a user interface (UI) navigation device
2014 (e.g., amouse, touch screen, or the like), a disk drive unit
2016, a signal generation device 2018 (e.g., a speaker), and a
network interface device 2020.

The disk drive unit 2026 includes computer-readable stor-
age device 2022 on which is stored one or more sets of
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instructions and data structures (e.g., software 2024)
embodying or utilized by any one or more of the methodolo-
gies or functions described herein. The software 2024 may
also reside, completely or at least partially, within a computer
readable storage device such as the main memory 2004 and/or
within the processor 2022 during execution thereof by the
processing system 2000, the main memory 2004 and the
processor 2022 also constituting computer-readable, tangible
media.

The software 2024 may further be transmitted or received
over network 2026 via a network interface device 2020 uti-
lizing any one of a number of well-known transfer protocols
(e.g., HTTP).

While the computer-readable storage device 2022 is shown
in an example embodiment to be a single medium, the term
“computer-readable storage device” should be taken to
include a single medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized
or distributed database, and/or associated caches and servers)
that store the one or more sets of instructions. The term
“computer-readable storage device” shall also be taken to
include any medium that is capable of storing, encoding or
carrying a set of instructions for execution by the computer
and that cause the computer to perform any one or more ofthe
methodologies of the present application, or that is capable of
storing, encoding or carrying data structures utilized by or
associated with such a set of instructions. The term “com-
puter-readable storage device” shall accordingly be taken to
include, but not be limited to, solid-state memories, and opti-
cal and magnetic media.

While the invention(s) is (are) described with reference to
various implementations and exploitations, it will be under-
stood that these embodiments are illustrative and that the
scope of the invention(s) is not limited to them. In general,
techniques for maintaining consistency between data struc-
tures may be implemented with facilities consistent with any
hardware system or hardware systems defined herein. Many
variations, modifications, additions, and improvements are
possible.

Plural instances may be provided for components, opera-
tions or structures described herein as a single instance.
Finally, boundaries between various components, operations,
and data stores are somewhat arbitrary, and particular opera-
tions are illustrated in the context of specific illustrative con-
figurations. Other allocations of functionality are envisioned
and may fall within the scope of the invention(s). In general,
structures and functionality presented as separate compo-
nents in the exemplary configurations may be implemented as
a combined structure or component. Similarly, structures and
functionality presented as a single component may be imple-
mented as separate components. These and other variations,
modifications, additions, and improvements fall within the
scope of the invention(s).

The foregoing description and drawings of embodiments
in accordance with the present invention are merely illustra-
tive of the principles of the invention. Therefore, it will be
understood that various modifications can be made to the
embodiments by those skilled in the art without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention, which is defined in
the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer implemented method to edit display ele-
ments on a zooming user interface canvas displayed on a
display screen to create a presentation, comprising:

using a computer to receive user requests to add display

elements to the canvas, and in response to receipt of the
user input to add the display elements, adding multiple
display elements to the canvas;
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using the computer to receive user requests to create path
segments, and in response to the user input to create path
segments, creating path segments in a non-transitory
storage device that indicate an order of transition among
view windows that each includes the one or more of the
multiple display elements on the canvas;

using the computer to receive user requests to associate
zoom levels, and in response to the user input to associ-
ate zoom levels, associating zoom levels with the view
windows that each includes one or more of the multiple
display elements on the canvas;

displaying a frame on a portion of the canvas visible on the
display screen;

using the computer to receive a user request to transform a
set including multiple display elements that are dis-
played on the canvas encompassed by the frame;

inresponse to receipt of the user request to transform, using
the computer to identify the set including the multiple
display elements encompassed by the frame;

in response to receipt of the user request to transform the
set including the multiple display elements, using the
computer to produce an information structure in a non-
transitory storage device that indicates each display ele-
ment of the identified set of display elements that is
encompassed by the frame; and

using the computer to transform each display element indi-
cated by the information structure;

wherein creating the path segments includes creating a
path segment that indicates at least one of a transition to
or from a view window that includes each display ele-
ment of the identified set of display elements; and

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom level.

2. The method of claim 1,

wherein the user request includes a request to change loca-
tion on the canvas of the set of display elements; and

wherein transforming includes changing location on the
canvas of each display element indicated by the infor-
mation structure.

3. The method of claim 1,

wherein the user request includes a request to change size
on the canvas of the set of display elements; and

wherein transforming includes changing size on the canvas
of each display element indicated by the information
structure.

4. The method of claim 1,

wherein the user request includes a request to change ori-
entation on the canvas of the set of display elements; and

wherein transforming includes changing orientation on the
canvas of each display element indicated by the infor-
mation structure.

5. The method of claim 1,

wherein receiving a user request includes receiving user
selection of the frame.

6. The method of claim 1,

wherein receiving a user request includes receiving user
selection of a menu item of an editing control element
displayed on the display screen.

7. The method of claim 1,

wherein the frame is associated with a framed region of a
canvas;

wherein each display element of the set of display elements
is associated with a location on the canvas; and
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wherein the information structured indicates each display
element of the set of display elements that is located
within the framed region of the canvas.

8. The method of claim 1,

wherein the frame is associated with a framed region of a
canvas;

wherein each display element of the set of display elements
is associated with a location on the canvas; and further
including:

in response to receipt of the user request, identifying the
display elements encompassed by the framed region;
and

wherein the information structure indicates the display
elements identified as encompassed within the framed
region.

9. The method of claim 8,

wherein multiple different display elements are displayed
at different locations on the canvas; and

wherein identifying the display elements encompassed by
the framed region includes identifying display elements
of display elements that are located within the frame
region.

10. The method of claim 1 further including:

prior to receiving the user request to transform the set of
display elements that are displayed on the canvas
encompassed by a frame, adding a display element to or
deleting a display element from the set of display ele-
ments displayed on the canvas encompassed by a frame
without producing information in a data structure to
indicate the addition or deletion.

11. The method of claim 1 further including:

after receiving the user request to transform the set of
display elements that are displayed on the canvas
encompassed by a frame, adding a display element to or
deleting a display element from the set of display ele-
ments displayed on the canvas encompassed by a frame
without producing information in a data structure to
indicate the addition or deletion.

12. The method of claim 1,

wherein the set of display elements includes a second
frame; and further including:

receiving a second user request to transform a second set of
display elements displayed on the canvas encompassed
by the second frame that encompasses a respective one
of the display elements within the set;

in response to receipt of the second user request, producing
a second information structured in the non-transitory
storage device that indicates each display element of a
second set of display elements that is displayed on the
canvas encompassed by the second frame; and

transforming each display element indicated by the second
information structure.

13. The method of claim 1 further including:

receiving a user request to transform a second set of display
elements are displayed on the canvas encompassed by a
frame;

wherein the frame is included as a display element within
the second set of display elements; and further includ-
ing:

in response to receipt of the second user request, producing
a second information structured in the non-transitory
storage device that indicates each display element of the
second set of display elements that is displayed on the
canvas encompassed by the second frame; and

transforming each display element indicated by the second
information structure.
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14. An article of manufacture that includes non-transitory
storage device encoded with instructions to a cause a com-
puter system to implement a method edit display elements on
azooming user interface canvas displayed on a display screen
to create a presentation, comprising:
in response to receipt of user input to add a display ele-
ments, adding multiple display elements to the canvas;

in response to user input to create path segments, creating
path segments in a non-transitory storage device that
indicate an order of transition among view windows that
each includes one or more of the multiple display ele-
ments on the canvas;

in response to user input to associate zoom levels, associ-

ating zoom levels with the view windows that each
includes one or more of the multiple display elements on
the canvas;

displaying a frame on a portion of the canvas visible on the

display screen;

receiving a user request to transform the set including the

multiple display elements that are displayed on the can-
vas encompassed by the frame;

inresponse to receipt of the user request to transform, using

the computer to identify the set including the multiple
display elements encompassed by the frame;

in response to receipt of the user request to transform the

set including the multiple display elements, producing
an information structure in a non-transitory storage
device that indicates each display element of the identi-
fied set of display elements that is encompassed by the
frame; and

transforming each display element indicated by the infor-

mation structure;
wherein creating the path segments includes creating a
path segment that indicates at least one of a transition to
or from a view window that includes each display ele-
ment of the identified set of display elements; and

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom level.
15. The article of claim 14,
wherein the user request includes a request to change loca-
tion on the canvas of the set of display elements; and

wherein transforming includes changing location on the
canvas of each display element indicated by the infor-
mation structure.

16. The article of claim 14,

wherein the user request includes a request to change size

on the canvas of the set of display elements; and
wherein transforming includes changing scale of each dis-
play element indicated by the information structure.
17. The article of claim 14,
wherein the user request includes a request to change ori-
entation on the canvas of the set of display elements; and

wherein transforming includes changing orientation on the
canvas of each display element indicated by the infor-
mation structure.

18. The article of claim 14,

wherein receiving a user request includes receiving user

selection of the frame.

19. The article of claim 14,

wherein receiving a user request includes receiving user

selection of a menu item of an editing control element
displayed on the display screen.

20. The article of claim 14,

wherein the frame is associated with a framed region of a

canvas;
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wherein each display element of the set of display elements
is associated with a location on the canvas; and

wherein the information structured indicates each display
element of the set of display elements that is located
within the framed region of the canvas.

21. The article of claim 14,

wherein the frame is associated with a framed region of a
canvas;

wherein each display element of the set of display elements
is associated with a location on the canvas; and further
including:

in response to receipt of the user request, identifying the
display elements encompassed by the framed region;

wherein the information structure indicates the display
elements identified as encompassed within the framed
region.

22. The article of claim 21,

wherein multiple different display elements are displayed
at different locations on the canvas; and

wherein identifying the display elements encompassed by
the framed region includes identifying display elements
of display elements that are located within the frame
region.

23. The article of claim 14 further including:

prior to receiving the user request to transform the set of
display elements that are displayed on the canvas
encompassed by a frame, adding a display element to or
deleting a display element from the set of display ele-
ments displayed on the canvas encompassed by a frame
without producing information in a data structure to
indicate the addition or deletion.

24. The article of claim 14 further including:

after receiving the user request to transform the set of
display elements that are displayed on the canvas
encompassed by a frame, adding a display element to or
deleting a display element from the set of display ele-
ments displayed on the canvas encompassed by a frame
without producing information in a data structure to
indicate the addition or deletion.

25. The method of claim 1 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom in zoom level that shows more detail of the
identified display elements.

26. The method of claim 1 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom out zoom level that shows less detail of the
identified display elements.

27. The method of claim 1,

wherein using the computer to receive the user request to
transform the set including the multiple display ele-
ments includes:

using the computer to receive a user request to impart a
transformation to the frame that is displayed on the
portion of the canvas and that encompasses the set
including the multiple display elements.

28. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the display screen.

29. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display of the
multiple display elements on the portion of the canvas;
and
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using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the display screen encompassing the multiple
display elements displayed on the portion of the canvas.

30. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a location on the canvas encompassed within the
frame.

31. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a location on the canvas where the
frame encompasses the multiple display elements.

32. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

33. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to increase size of
the frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple dis-
play elements.

34. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a portion of the canvas encompassed within the frame;
and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

35. The method of claim 1 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a location on the canvas where the
frame encompasses the multiple display elements; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

36. The method of claim 1 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, on the canvas.

37. The method of claim 1 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, encompassed within the
frame on the canvas.

38. The article of claim 14,

wherein using the computer to receive the user request to
transform the set including the multiple display ele-
ments includes:

using the computer to receive a user request to impart a
transformation to the frame displayed on the canvas on
the that encompasses the set including the multiple dis-
play elements.

39. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the canvas.

40. The The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display of the
multiple display elements on the canvas; and

using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the canvas, encompassing the multiple display
elements displayed on the display screen.

41. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location encompassed within the frame.

42. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location canvas where the
frame encompasses the multiple display elements.
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43. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

44. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to increase size of
the frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple dis-
play elements.

45. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location encompassed within the frame; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

46. The article of claim 14 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location where the frame
encompasses the multiple display elements; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

47. The article of claim 14 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, on the canvas.

48. The article of claim 14 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, encompassed within the
frame on the canvas.

49. The article of claim 14 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom in zoom level that shows more detail of the
identified display elements.

50. The article of claim 14 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom out zoom level that shows less detail of the
identified display elements.

51. A computer implemented method to edit display ele-

ments on a zooming user interface canvas displayed on a
display screen to create a presentation, comprising:

using a computer to receive user requests to add display
elements to the canvas, and in response to receipt of the
user input to add the display elements, adding multiple
display elements to the canvas;

using the computer to receive user requests to create path
segments, and in response to the user input to create path
segments, creating path segments in a non-transitory
storage device that indicate an order of transition among
view windows that each includes the one or more of the
multiple display elements on the canvas;

using the computer to receive user requests to associate
zoom levels, and in response to the user input to associ-
ate zoom levels, associating zoom levels with the view
windows that each includes one or more of the multiple
display elements on the canvas;

displaying a frame on a portion of the canvas visible on the
display screen;

using the computer to receive user input to select the frame
displayed on the portion of the canvas visible on the
display screen on the canvas;
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in response to receipt of the user input to select the frame,
using the computer to identify a set including multiple
display elements displayed on the canvas encompassed
by the frame;

using the computer to receive a user request to transform;

inresponse to receipt of the user request to transform, using
the computer to produce an information structure in a
non-transitory storage device that indicates each display
element of the identified set of display elements that is
encompassed by the frame; and

using the computer to transform each display element indi-
cated by the information structure;

wherein creating the path segments includes creating a
path segment that indicates at least one of a transition to
or from a view window that includes each display ele-
ment of the identified set of display elements; and

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom level.

52. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the canvas.

53. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display of the
multiple display elements on the canvas; and

using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the canvas, encompassing the multiple display
elements displayed on the display screen.

54. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location on the canvas encompassed within
the frame.

55. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location on the canvas
where the frame encompasses the multiple display ele-
ments.

56. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

57. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to increase size of
the frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple dis-
play elements.

58. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location on the canvas encompassed within
the frame; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

59. The method of claim 51 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location on the canvas
where the frame encompasses the multiple display ele-
ments; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

60. The method of claim 51 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, on the canvas.

61. The method of claim 51 further including:
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displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, encompassed within the
frame on the canvas.
62. The method of claim 51 further including:
wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom in zoom level that shows more detail of the
identified display elements.
63. The method of claim 51 further including:
wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom out zoom level that shows less detail of the
identified display elements.
64. An article of manufacture that includes non-transitory
storage device encoded with instructions to a cause a com-
puter system to implement a method to edit display elements
on a zooming user interface canvas displayed on a display
screen to create a presentation, comprising:
in response to receipt of user input to add a display ele-
ments, adding multiple display elements to the canvas;

in response to user input to create path segments, creating
path segments in a non-transitory storage device that
indicate an order of transition among view windows that
each includes one or more of the multiple display ele-
ments on the canvas;

in response to user input to associate zoom levels, associ-

ating zoom levels with the view windows that each
includes one or more of the multiple display elements on
the canvas;

displaying a frame on a portion of the canvas visible on the

display screen;

using the computer to receive user input to select the frame;

in response to receipt of the user input to select the frame,

using the computer to identify a set including multiple
display elements encompassed by the frame;

using the computer to receive a user request to transform;

inresponse to receipt of the user request to transform, using

the computer to produce an information structure in a
non-transitory storage device that indicates each display
element of the identified set of display elements that is
encompassed by the frame; and

using the computer to transform each display element indi-

cated by the information structure;
wherein creating the path segments includes creating a
path segment that indicates at least one of a transition to
or from a view window that includes each display ele-
ment of the identified set of display elements; and

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom level.

65. The article of claim 64,

wherein using the computer to receive the user request to

transform the set including the multiple display ele-
ments includes:

using the computer to receive a user request to impart a

transformation to the frame on the canvas that encom-
passes the set including the multiple display elements.

66. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display the

frame on the canvas.

67. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to display of the

multiple display elements on the canvas; and
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using the computer to receive user input to display the
frame on the canvas, encompassing the multiple display
elements on the canvas displayed on the display screen.

68. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location encompassed within the frame.

69. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location where the frame
encompasses the multiple display elements.

70. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

71. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to increase size of
the frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple dis-
play elements.

72. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag one or
more of the multiple display elements across the canvas
to a display location on the canvas encompassed within
the frame; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.
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73. The article of claim 64 further including:

using the computer to receive user input to drag the frame
across the canvas to a display location where the frame
encompasses the multiple display elements; and

using the computer to receive user input to adjust size of the
frame on the canvas to encompass the multiple display
elements.

74. The article of claim 64 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, on the canvas.

75. The article of claim 64 further including:

displaying the identified set including the multiple display
elements, as transformed, encompassed within the
frame on the canvas.

76. The article of claim 64 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom in zoom level that shows more detail of the
identified display elements.

77. The article of claim 64 further including:

wherein associating zoom levels with the view windows
includes associating the view window that includes each
display element of the identified set of display elements
with a zoom out zoom level that shows less detail of the
identified display elements.
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